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Castlepollard based
Mergon Group has been
leading the way in
rolling out Rapid Anti-
gen Testing in the work-
place as way of
preventing the spread of
Covid-19. 

“We first became aware of
the value of  Rapid Antigen
Tests in October 2020, when
we were introduced to the
MoLabs Rapid Antigen
Test by Joe McLoughlin of
RTP Supplies based here in
Castlepollard,” Brian Mur-
phy Environmental, Health
& Safety Manager with the
company told Topic this
week.  
“The Antigen test devel-

oped by MoLabs is 99%
accurate in detecting
Covid-19 and provides a
result within 15 minutes
which we saw as hugely
positive. In planning for a
safe return to work after
Christmas, we were very
concerned at the rising
number of  Covid-19 cases
and the emergence of  new,
more infectious strains of
the virus. We took a deci-
sion before Christmas to
screen all 220 employees
returning to work on the
4th of  January. That
screening identified 2 posi-
tive cases of  Covid-19 and
really reinforced for us the
valuable role rapid antigen
testing can play in the fight
against Covid-19 as it can
identify asymptomatic
cases which otherwise we
would have no knowledge
of.
The feedback from

employees was very posi-
tive and we took a decision
to continue this screening
at two week intervals while
Covid-19 remained at such
high levels in the commu-
nity. Through this we have
implemented a very effi-
cient system which sees
employees queue in their
cars, a swab taken and
results issued by text mes-
sage after 15 minutes. Our
efficiency rate is one swab
per minute so we have the
minimum impact on peo-
ple’s time and on our pro-
duction schedule. 
A number of  other

employers have been in
touch to ask about our

process so just this week
we have published a ‘How
to Guide’ for any other
employers interested in
rolling out Rapid Antigen

testing at their workplace
as an addition to existing
systems to prevent employ-
ees/visitors coming on site
with Covid-19 symptoms.

We would certainly encour-
age other employers to look
at the feasibility for them-
selves and encourage gov-
ernment to support

employers in making their
workplaces as safe as possi-
ble in these very difficult
times,” concluded Brian.
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The queue of cars at Mergon on Monday morning as employees of the factory line up for the Rapid
Antigen Testing before entering work.

An employee of Mergon has a rapid Antigen Test
before entering the Mergon factory on Monday
morning last in Castlepollard.

Staff were busy carrying out the Rapid Antigen
Testing at Mergon in Castlepollard on Monday
morning of this week.

Local
residents
annoyed
over
vandalism
at Whitehall
Church
The residents of  White-
hall and the surround-
ing areas were very
annoyed to discover
that an act of  vandalism
had occurred at the
Church of  St John The
Baptist, Whitehall on
Friday last 12 February.

A very valuable stain
glass window in the church
was broken. It appears that
a stone was thrown
through the window. Locals
are very disappointed that
someone would carry out
such an act of  vandalism
on a sacred building in
such difficult times for
everyone. 
The local Gardaí have

been informed of  the mat-
ter and they are investigat-
ing the circumstances. It is
hoped whoever carried out
this act of  mindless and
pointless vandalism will
refrain from doing so again.

The stain glass window
at St John The Baptist
Church Whitehall,
which was broken last
Friday.

The view from inside
the church showing the
broken window at St
John The Baptist
Church Whitehall.

Council
extend
sympathy to
Cllr. Frank
McDermott
on the
passing of
his brother
Johnny
At a recent Council
Meeting, Cllr. Denis
Leonard (Labour) and
Cllr. Paddy Hill (FF)
both extended their
deepest sympathies to
Cllr Frank McDermott
(FG) whose brother
Johnny past away
recently.

Cllr. Leonard also took
the opportunity to extend
his sympathy to the
Murtagh family, Killucan,
on the sad passing of  Jack
Murtagh recently. 
“I, Cllr. Leonard, propose

a vote of  sympathy with the
Murtagh family in respect
of  the Jack Murtagh of
Rathwire, a lifelong council
employee who was a mem-
ber of  our outdoor staff
and served the area well
and knew every road and
every pothole on the road.
May he rest in peace."

The late
Jackie
McMahon
The death occurred on
Friday, 29th of  January
2021, at Maple Court
Nursing Home, Castle-
pollard, of  Jackie
McMahon from Carpen-
terstown, Castlepollard.
Jackie was predeceased
by his parents John and
Mary, and his sister
Della. 

His death is very deeply
regretted by his brothers
Joe (Manchester), Jimmy
(Alabama) and Dermot
(Dublin), sisters-in-law
Carmel and Anna, niece
Sheila, grandniece Clare,
cousins and friends, partic-
ularly Michael Owens. He
will also be missed by his
many neighbours in Fore
and Carpenterstown.
Jackie’s remains arrived

at St Michael’s Church,
Castlepollard on Monday,
1st of  February with burial
afterwards in St Feichin’s
Cemetery, Fore.
May Jackie’s soul rest in

peace.


